GREG RAPAPORT: Wyrd

2001 (€D, 44:55); Splinterhead Productions

Style: Progressive metalfjazzffusion

Sound: % &% Composition: %% 1/2 Musicianship: %% %%
Performance: %% %% Total rating: 13 1/2

Multi-instrumentalist Greg Rapaport (guitars, bass, kevboards,
drums) marries riffs heavy enough for a Black Sabbath album
with fillips of jazz light, smooth and supple enough to satisfy fans
of Wynton Marsalis. Whether he's tearing up his puitar's fretboard
with flaming modals, chugging chythm to an outer space dirge like
Orange Goblin, or voyaging into the Twilight Zone on a trail of
harmonic sprinkles (" Darkmatter”). Rapaport's got the moves that
fellow musicians will appreciate and music lovers of all stripes
can bask in.

Rapaport knows when 1o rein it in and when to lay it out. Asa
result, even though he obviously knows how to shred with the
masters, he's also got taste and discection. Every note makes
sense in the total context, from the Blade Runner-inspired "1 1th
Portal,” which alternates between liquid wreckage and a mellow,
contemplative mood, to the Dixie Dregs-like *Bugjuice,” the dark,
atmospheric "Trust,” and the silky "Powderbumn.” A truly inspired
production from a star who does all his own stunts, — Alex §.
Johnson




